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SECTION D: OPTIONAL BONUS QUESTION [20] 
 
1. Who is the person speaking in the picture above? What are his names? Please 

explain what he means by these words, specifically “dictatorship of relativism” 
and whether you believe that this explains to some extent the apparent 
breakdown of institutionalised religious morality and authority in the world today. 
Is this a positive or negative thing in your estimation? 

 

 

 

"”””””We are moving toward a 

dictatorship of relativism . . . that 

recognizes nothing definite and 

leaves only one's own ego and one's 

own desires as the final measure." 
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This was a question I set on a Lifeskills exam for grade 9 kids. Feel free to 

tackle it if you wish.  

 

The issue of relativism is important because it addresses the issue of 

morality and personal freedom. If as Pope Benedict XVI says, that only 

the ego and ones desires remain as the absolutes in the world, is there 

any shared or sacred morality left? 

 

Relativism in its colloquial form refers to the notion that there is no 

longer a universally accepted absolute truth or set of truths …rather all 

that we are left with is the belief that each person decides what is true 

and important for them based on their culture their own needs and 

wants. There is no longer an appeal to a shared universal moral code 

that dictates what people can or cannot do. 

 
 

 

Some would argue that morality was not much better when religion still 

had the appeal of being a universal absolute set of truths. There were still 

wars, still the perpetration of evil by people over other people. Is it any 

different now? 

 

Has the libertarian pursuit of human rights replaced old notions of 

absolute morality dictating what is right and what is wrong? Will people 

ever give that freedom up? 

 

Do you think that there are in fact universally shared truths that bind all 

people of the world in a common morality? 

 
 

 

 

 


